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In 1543 a Portuguese ship was caught in strong winds in the East China Sea. Blown off course, it eventually 
landed on an unknown Island to the Europeans ɀTanegashima in Japan. This was the first contact between 
Japan and the West and would lay the foundations for a close relationship between the two cultures which 
ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÁÔÁÌÏÇÕÅ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎËÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ *ÁÐÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÅÓÔȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

contact in 1543 until the end of the Meiji period (1868-1912). 

The first Western traders in Japan were the Portuguese, who gained trading rights in Nagasaki for silk and 
other luxury products in the late 16th Century. Trade focused on Dejima island, near Nagasaki, which the 

Portuguese monopolised from 1570-1639. The Portuguese valued religion as much as riches and, through their 
strong Jesuit presence, converted many Japanese citizens to Christianity. However, after an uprising lead by 

Christians in Japan, the Tokugawa shogunate could not risk further instability so expelled the Portuguese and 
ended their lucrative trading rights. In the catalogue, this early relationship between Japan and the West is 

documented in the works of Maffei, Linschoten, Ramusio and De Bry. These were the first widely disseminated 
works on Japan in Europe, and hugely influenced Western views of Japan at the time. 

After the expulsion of the Portuguese, Japan entered the Sakoku period (1603-1868) and closed off to the West 
for over 200 years. Trade was only allowed with the Dutch, who would traded from Dejima Island from 1641-

1858. Japanese art and books would remain largely insular and retained a unique style, with continued 
influence from China. This catalogue depicts this period with Ehon from the 18th Century, sketches  by 

Hiroshige and Sukenobu, and Ukiyo-e albums by Toyokuni I and Shigeharu.

With the arrival of Admiral Perry and the Convention of Kanagawa in 1854, there was a rapid opening up of 
Japan to the West and a fertile exchange of ideas, technology and art. European artists such as Van Gogh and 
Monet would be hugely influenced by Ukiyo-e, while Japanese art adopted Western perspective styles and the 

bright new synthetic inks and dyes. This cross fertilisation is depicted in the catalogue with the transition from 
the more traditional designs and production techniques of Hiroshige, Hokusai and Kunisada, to the later Meiji 

works of Chikanobu, Gekko, and Toyonobu. These later albums used modern inks and designs to depict 
traditional Japanese scenes in a rapidly changing world. In the catalogue, the Ukiyo-e albums include the story 

of the 47 Ronin, traditional depictions of Chioyda castle, and scenes from the life of the celebrated Shogun 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi.
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Part 1: First Contact

Early Western descriptions of Japan (pre-1615)

(Items 1-5)



Document Title



Document Title(1)

4ÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔ %ÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -ÁÆÆÅÉȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓÔÏÎÅ ρφth Century Work on Japan and Asia

Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÒÕÍ )ÎÄÉÃÁÒÕÍ ÌÉÂÒÉ 86)ȱ

With΅3ÅÌÅÃÔÁÒÕÍȟ ÉÔÅÍȟ ÅØ ÉÎÄÉÁ %ÐÉÓÔÏÌÁÒÕÍȢ ÅÏÄÅÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅ ,ÉÂÒÉ )6ȱand "Ignatii Loiolae vita postremo 
ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÁȱ

-Giovanni Pietro Maffei (1533 ɀ1603)
-1st edition

-1588

-Published by Giunta in Firenze
-Quarto

-30x20cm approx.

19th century quarter calf binding with marbled paper

Very good condition overall. Paper mainly clean and with some mild toning to pages.

Complete (Dedication leaf present misbound between pages 10 and 11) TP, dedication, 1-570, 28 including colophon 
on final leaf

This is the first edition of this cornerstone work on Asia based on Jesuit sources. It was assembled by Giovanni 
Pietro Maffei, a Jesuit priest who was commissioned to write this work on thehistory of Asia. Born in Bergamo in 
1533, Maffei joined the Jesuit Church in 1565 and moved to Lisbon to teach and write. He composed this account 

from letters and reports returning to Europe from the Jesuit church in the East. The account was widely 
published with 14 editions appearing over the next 30 years.

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ρς ÁÎÄ ρτ ÁÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÅÁÒÌÙ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÏÎ *ÁÐÁÎȢ 4ÈÅ ȰÅÐÉÓÔÏÌÁȱ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÕÉÓ ÄÅ 
!ÌÍÅÉÄÁ ȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÃÒÅÄÉÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ȰÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅȱ ÉÎÔÏ *ÁÐÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ first hospital 

there, and Juan Fernandez - a Spaniard who was the first European to write the grammar and alphabet of the 
Japanese language. Accounts by Baltasar Gago, Melchior Nunes Barreto and Gaspar Vilela are important primary 

Jesuit mission sources from 16th Century Japan.

USTC (839503) - No copies in the USA.

£2200



Document Title



(2)

Ȱ)ÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ×ÉÄÅÌÙ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÁÐÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔ - Five early Jesuit letters from 
*ÁÐÁÎȱ

΅$ÅÌÌÅ .ÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÉ ÅÔ 6ÉÁÇÇÉȱ ɀThree volumes: 1563, 1574 , 1556

-Giovanni Battista Ramusio, Venice - Stamperia de Giunti

Ramusio's immense compilation is the most important travel collection of the 16th Century.As secretary to the 
Council of Ten in Venice for 43 years, Ramusio had access to and collected accounts of global voyages of 

the period. Nearly all the important early voyages in the age of discovery are present in this work , including those 
of Columbus, Da Gama, Marco Polo and Magellan.

*ÁÐÁÎ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ 6ÏÌÕÍÅ ÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÖÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ! ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ Island in 
ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ *ÁÐÁÎȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ 2ÁÍÕÓÉÏ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ȰÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ 
ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ ÍÅÒÃÈÁÎÔÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȱÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÉÔÅÄ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ 

throughout Europe in the 16th#ÅÎÔÕÒÙȱ ɉ'ÁÎÄÉÎÉ ςπρσɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÖÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ *ÅÓÕÉÔ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÓ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ 
8ÁÖÉÅÒȟ .ÉÃÏÌÁÏ ,ÁÎÃÉÌÏÔÔÏȟ &ÒÁÎÃÅÓÃÏ 0ÅÒÅÚ ÁÎÄ 'ÉÏÖÁÎÎÉ $ȭ!ÂÅÒÁȟ ×ÈÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ )ÎÄÉÁ ÁÎÄ 

-ÁÌÁÃÃÁ ÔÏ *ÁÐÁÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ρυτψ Ǫ ρυυπȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ *ÅÓÕÉÔÓȭ ÚÅÁÌ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ #ÈÉÎÁ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÁÒÅ 'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÖÅÒÙ ÃÕÒÉÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÏÕÓ ÏÆ 
ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱȢ *ÁÐÁÎ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÄ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÒÉÐÅ ÆÏÒ 

conversion, despite the instability due to waring between rival Daimyos in Japan at this time.

The maps included in the volumes are landmark maps produced by the geographer Gastaldi. The map of South 
East Asia is particularly important as it is one of the first to depict Japan  with an inaccurate coastline and named 
Ȱ#ÙÍÐÁÇÕȱ- and the first to name the Philippines "Filipina". The maps of the Americas and Africa in the third 

volume are here in the RARE 1st STATE from 1556. The woodblock of this state was destroyed in a fire in 1557 so 
all subsequent editions were created using different woodblocks.

Volume I. [4], 394 leaves (Complete). 30x20 cm. Modern full vellum to style. 3 Double page maps of Africa, India and 
the Far East - ?Supplied from another copy. Third edition

Volume II. 5, [1], 9-30, 248 leaves (Complete).30x20 cm approx.A few leaves browned and one gathering loosening. 
18th Century full vellum, Second edition. 

Volume III. 6, 34, 453 leaves (Complete). 6 folding copper-plate maps with in-text woodcut illustrations and maps. 
30x20cm approx.18th Century full vellum, FIRST EDITION.

Some toning to pages with worming and repairs at places. Old wax stains to maps of first volume. Maps to third 
volume folding with some minor tears & repairs. 

Provenance: Ex Bonhams auction house, London.

£25,000



Document Title
(3)

Map depict ing Japanese persecution of  Christ ians

ȰChinaȱ

Jodocus Hondius / Geradus Mercator - Atlas - 1606

430 x 590mm

Important and highly decorat ive map of China and Japan by Mercator/Hondius . Clear and dark 
impression in good condition with repair to old centre fo ld. The map is uncommonly found without  

artificial modern colour.

This map is both beautiful and cartographically important as an early map of China and Japan.
At  the lower right of the map a European sailing ship is shown voyagingthe seas for t rade. To the 
centre left, a wind powered land craft is shown on the Chinese mainland (a Chinese vehic le which 
was firs t reported to the West by Marco Polo). In the upper right , a Japanese Junk is  shown sailing 

through the seas while to the centre right a cartouche i llustrates the Japanese persecut ion and 
crucifixion of Christian miss ionaries  (l ikely referring to the Martyrdom of 26 Chris tians in Nagasaki 

in 1597). 

Cartographical ly, mÁÎÙ ÃÏÁÓÔÌÉÎÅ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÎÓÃÈÏÔÅÎȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÍÁÐ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÄ ÕÓÅÄ 
Portuguese sources, can be seen. Korea is suggested as an Island and inland lakes are shown in 
3ÏÕÔÈ %ÁÓÔ !ÓÉÁ ÁÎÄ #ÈÉÎÁȢ *ÁÐÁÎȭÓ 3ÏÕÔÈ West is relatively accurately displayed while the North 

East is li ttle known.

Mercator died before the completion of his famous Atlas, but his sons were able to complete the 
atlas  which was firs t publ ished in 1595. The plates were later sold to Jodocus Hondius who 

continued publishing the At las into the 1630s as it was a commercial success.

£1800



(4)

De Bry Grands Voyages Part 9 - Amongst the earliest Western images of the Japanese

Ȱ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÅ ÎÏÎÁ Ǫ 0ÏÓÔÒÅÍÁ 0ÁÒÓȱ 

Published in Frankfurt am Main - M Becker - 1602 

17th Century contemporary full calf. Wide borders to pages.

Some wear, stains and light moisture marks to pages. Binding joints strengthened (not re-backed).

Folio - 34 x 23 cm

Collation (Complete): TP, [3], 362, 56, TP, Map, 25 plates, TP, 100, TP, 14 plates

4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÎÉÎÔÈ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ $Å "ÒÙ 'ÒÁÎÄÓ 6ÏÙÁÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÂÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ σ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓȡ !ÃÏÓÔÁȭÓ 
Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÁ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ Ù ÍÏÒÁÌ ÄÅ ÌÁÓ )ÎÄÉÁÓȱȟ 3ÅÂÁÌÄ ÄÅ 7ÅÅÒÔȭÓ ÖÏÙÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÃÅ )ÓÌÁÎÄÓ ÂÙ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÒÁÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ 

-ÁÇÅÌÌÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ /ÌÉÖÉÅÒ ÖÁÎ .ÏÏÒÔȭÓ #ÉÒÃÕÍÎÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

The book is an important early source on Japan as it contains two of the earliest images of the Japanese.
4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÍÁÇÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ !ÃÏÓÔÁȭÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÄÉÅÓȟ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ×ÅÉÇÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÉÎÓ ÉÎ Á 

large scale over the edge of a cliff.

The second image is a depiction of Japanese samurai merchants by Van Noort with the caption:
ȰWhen the Hollanders were no longer far from the coast, they had a ship from Japan meet them, the ships of which are 

here alluded to. The Japanese are of a tall and erect body, dressed in the habit of the Poles, and clothed with the 
promised tunics. The first among these was your precious silk, conspicuously interwoven with flowers. They are skilful 
and industrious soldiers who know how to use weapons such as bows, spears and guns, very efficiently. The entire head 

ÉÓ ÓÈÁÖÅÄ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÐÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÃË ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ Á ËÎÏÔ ÏÆ ÈÁÉÒȢȱ

£6500



(5)

,ÉÎÓÃÈÏÔÅÎȭÓ )ÔÉÎÅÒÁÒÉÏ ɀThe Book which Opened European Trade to the East  - With important 
ÍÁÐÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȟ !ÓÉÁ ÁÎÄ *ÁÐÁÎȱ

Histoire de la navigation... aux Indes Orientales. Contenant diverses Descriptions des lieux jusques à 
present descouverts par les Portugais

Jan Huygen van Linschoten 
Amsterdam - Evert Cloppenburghɀ1619

(2nd French edition)

Folio, (30 x 20cm approx ). 4 ff., 205 pp., 2 ff., 181 pp., 1 ff., 86 pp., 

Complete with three illustrated title pages, a portrait of Linschoten, 6 (of 6) maps and 36 (of 36) beautiful 
ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÒÁ×Î ÂÙ ,ÉÎÓÃÈÏÔÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÒÁÖÅÄ ÂÙ *ÏÈÁÎÎÅÓ ÖÁÎ $ÏÅÔÅÃÕÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÐÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 0ÌÁÎÃÉÕÓȭÓ 

famous world map and five maps engraved by Langren of South America, East Africa, West Africa, The 
-ÉÄÄÌÅ %ÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÉÁȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÍÁÐ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ %ÁÓÔ !ÓÉÁ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÈÏ×Ó *ÁÐÁÎ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ Ȱ3ÈÒÉÍÐȱ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÔÅÓ 

include large folding images of Goa and Terceira on the Azores.

Chapter 26 gives an extensive description of Japan including its climate, customs and trade. The skill of 
Japanese swordsmiths and artists is highlighted and their high price in the west.

Later vellum binding with gold tooling. Text and plates washed with good condition overall. Maps in good 
condition ɀarea of repair to world map at upper centrefold with some facsimile repair. Stain to upper border 

of Middle East map.

This hugely important work was published after Linschoten's extended stay in Portuguese Goa where he 
worked for the Viceroy. In Goa Linschoten learnt much about the inhabitants and culture in the East which 

he used to describe trade opportunities with China, Japan and the Spice Islands. This information was 
hugely important and allowed the Dutch, and later the English, to break the Portuguese trade monopoly in 

the East.

Church states that "Fine copies of this work with all the Maps and Plates are extremely rare, for the 
reason that, the book was so popular for a century after its publication, that it was given to each 

ship sailing from Holland to India".

USTC - 10327720 ɀ3 copies in USA

£50,000





Part 2: Sakoku / Isolation 

Edo Period Japan (pre 1615 - 1868)

(Items 6-22)



(6)

Ȱρψth Century Ukiyo -Å ÅÈÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ +ÙÏÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭ

"Ehon Makuzugahara"

-Nishikawa Sukenobu (1671-1750)

-Published by Kikuya Kihei, Osaka in Horeki 9 (1759)

-2 volumes (of 3) - 24pp and 26pp

-Size 22 x 16cm.

-Condition - Later wrappers with one binding loose. Some stains and foxing. 

This is an early book by Nishikawa Sukenobu entitled Ehon Makuzugahara ɀȰ4ÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ -ÁËÕÚÕÇÁÈÁÒÁȱ ɉÁ 
place in Kyoto)

Sukenobu (1671-1750) was trained under both Chinese (Kano) and Japanese (Tosa) artistic schools and became 
an important Ukiyo-e artist based in Kyoto. He produced ehon of Kimono designs and classical landscapes, but 

was most celebrated for his images of women undertaking their daily lives.

Illustrations from this work follow traditional Japanese themes and inspired lacquer works such as awriting box 
now at the British museum.

This book displays images of silk worm, fireflies around a boat, a woman making up her hair, frogs and crickets, 
as well as scenes in aethereal Japanese landscapes. 

£750



(7)

Ȱ!ÌÂÕÍ ÏÆ ςφ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÂÙ .ÉÓÈÉËÁ×Á 3ÕËÅÎÏÂÕ 

Mid -19th Century copy likely by Suzuki Kiitsu ȱ

Album 28 x 19cm approx. (Drawings 28 x 38 cm approx). 

These 26 drawings are 19th Century copies of 3ÕËÅÎÏÂÕȭÓ×ÏÒË Ȱ%ÈÏÎ 4ÏËÉ×ÁÇÕÓÁȱ. They are likely by Suzuki 
Kiitsu (1796-1858) , an artist from the Rinpaschool, as his signature appears on some of the drawings.

The images are sensitively drawn in traditional landscapes. Around the edges of the images, further doodles 
ÓÈÏ× ÒÏÕÇÈ ÓËÅÔÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÆÁÃÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÄ ÐÅÎ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÍÁÒË ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ Á 

proposed page layout. 

Nishikawa Sukenobu (1671-1750) was born in Kyoto where he lived and worked for his whole life. He 
studied art in the Tosa, Kanoand Ukiyo-e schools and although he produced paintings and drawings, 

most of his body of work was in books which became popular throughout Japan during his lifetime. In his 
work he often combined various style, but heis most well known for his images of women often in a 

Ukiyo-Å ÓÔÙÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÈÅ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ȰÅÈÏÎȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÁÎÓ 
and were depicted in traditional Japanese landscapes.

Very good condition. Folding accordion ehon with late 19th century covers. Early 20th Century quarter leather 
Western slipcase with some wear. Tears to several centrefolds sometimes entering image.

Provenance: Arthur Davison Ficke (1883-1945) ɀJapanese art collector and dealer

£1500





Document Title(8)

Ȱ#ÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ -ÁÐÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȱ -Maps of Japan in two volumes

Kokugun Zenzu 
By Aou Tokei

Printed in Nagoya by Toheido
Dated 10th month of the 8th Year of Tenpo (1837)

28x20cm

Two volumes with original yellow bindings. Silk sewing to corners and original sewing binding. Generally in very 
good condition. Original yellow covers with wear and marks. Maps very good. First volume has worm damage to 
three consecutive leaves in only, limited to margin outside maps, and one small hole to map on last page. Second 

volume has some worm damage to some maps, mostly minor. None is extensive. 
Volume 1:  endpaper, title page, 14 double sided leaves of prefaces and catalogue of county names, 42 of maps with 

green and blue colour.
6ÏÌÕÍÅ φȡ χ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÓÉÄÅÄ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÁÔÁÌÏÇÕÅÓȟ χψ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÏÕÒÅÄ ÍÁÐÓȟ υ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ ÐÏÓÔÓÃÒÉÐÔȢ

Early edition of this beautiful Atlas of Japan and its regions. Attractive printing using separate coloured 
woodblocks to print in yellow, green and blue. There is one map per province, but with a small number divided 

into several maps.

The order of the maps reflects the feudal system in Japan which existed for more than a thousand years. The 
maps are in the order of the Kinai (the five ancient provinces around the ancient capital Nara and Heian-kyo) and 
ÔÈÅ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÃÉÒÃÕÉÔÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÇÏËÉÓÈÉÃÈÉÄÏȭ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÏÆ ȬÆÉÖÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÃÉÒÃÕÉÔÓȭ ÆÅÕÄÁÌ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ 

system which was established in the 6th century. It remained in use until the abolition of feudal domains shortly 
after the Meiji restoration.

The Tokugawa shogunate had ordered a complete map of Japan and the more than 70 maps were produced by 
six cartographers for this atlas. This is said to be the first published atlas by province. The preface and legend 
ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁÐÅ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÁÐ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÐÉÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ .ÁÇÁËÕÂÏ 3ÅËÉÓÕÉȭÓ  ɉρχρχ-ρψπρɊ Ȭ2ÅÖÉÓÅÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÍÁÐ ÏÆ 
*ÁÐÁÎȭÓ ÌÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÕÔÅÓȭȢ %ÁÃÈ ÍÁÐ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȟ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÒÉÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÏÆ Á ÎÏ× ÌÏÓÔ 

Japan. This edition is the larger format on thick paper of the two editions published. 

£2000 





(9)

Ȱ! ÌÁÔÅ %ÄÏ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÅÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÁÅÄÉÁȡ

4ÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÅÓÓ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ %ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÁÅÄÉÁ  Ȱ*ÏÇÙÏÕ ÄÁÉÚÅÎ ÈÉÍÅ ÂÕÎËÏȱ

ρππ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÐÏÅÍÓȟ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ȰÈÙÁËÕÎÉÎ ÉÓÓÈÕȟ ÊÏ ËÙÏÕËÕÎȱ

25.3 x 18 cm

Original flexible covers, colour printed endpapers, two page woodblock print in colour, 

169 leaves (approx. 340 pages) of illustrations and text. 

Every one of the first 190 pages has a traditional illustration, with further illustrations interspersed in the 
remaining pages. The pictures show for example men and women, with household scenes, and warriors in 
armour. They depict everyday domestic activities such as playing games or playing a musical instrument, 

or the natural world such as landscapes, flowers, shrines, historical costumes. 

4ÈÉÓ ÌÁÖÉÓÈÌÙ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÅÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÁÅÄÉÁ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÒËÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ 
specifically for women since the 15 century. With the commercialisation of printing and publishing they 
became more extensive and versatile in content, from history, culture, poetry and moral teaching and 
philosophy to practical household information to aid women in their lives. In the late Edo period the 
ÉÎÓÅÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓȟ ȬÅÉÒÉȭ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ 

text, and the text within the picture would amplify the information.

The colour printed page inside of the back cover lists other illustrated educational books for women.

SOLD





(10)

Tenjiku Tokubei, Toad magic, and boats - a beautiful Ukiyo -e Japanese album with 6 rare triptychs 
and 2 tetraptychs by Toyokuni I, Kuniyasu and Kunisada - dated c1820 

Artists: Toyokuni I 1769-1825 / Kuniyasu ( 1794ɀ1832) / Kunisada (Toyokuni III) 
1786-1865

This is an early album of kabuki prints from the 1820s. One triptych scene shows Tenjiku Tokubei, a 
famous 17th Century Japanese traveller to China and India whose adventures were described in a popular 

play, first performed in 1795 in Japan, who is shown alongside a magic toad. Other prints in the album 
show Kabuki scenes including two rare Tetraptychs by Kuniyasu of acting scenes on boats.

6 triptychs, 2 tetraptychs and a single oban image backed on firm boards and mounted in an accordion 
album with golden silk covers (some fraying to upper and lower margins of covers). Images oban size but 

trimmed with losses and likely mounted at a later date in the late 19th Century (360 x 242 mm)

The album contains the following:

ɆA triptych by Toyokuni I of the play: Oto ni kiku icho no kusemono ( ) realised in 1824 at the 
Nakamura theatre.

ɆA combat triptych signed by Kuniyasu  (Kuniyasuga, ) and Toyokuni (Toyokuniga, ). 

ɆA triptych by Kunisada representing the acteurs Onoe Kikugoro ( ), Iwai Hanshiro (
), and Ichikawa Danjuro ( ). Signed « Gototei Kunisadaga » ( , "Gototei" and 

published by Kawaguchi Uhei.

ɆA triptych by Kunisada representing the actors Ichikawa Danjuro ( ), Ichikawa Monnosuke (
), and Segawa Kikunojo ( ). Signed « Gototei Kunisadaga » ( ). 

Published by Kawaguchi Uhei.

ɆA triptych by Kuniyasu of the play Futatsu Chocho Kuruwa Nikki( ₁ ) realised in 1824. 
With the actors Iwai Hanshiro ( ), Bando Mitsugoro ( ) and Ichikawa Danjuro (

). Signed Kuniyasuga ( ). Published by Uemura Yohei.

ɆA triptych by Kunisada of the actors Bando Mitsugoro ( ), Ichikawa Danjuro ( ) 
and Iwai Hanshiro ( ). Signed Gototei Kunisadaga ( ). Published by Kawaguchi 

Uhei 

ɆA 4-print series of Kuniyasu with the actors Bando Mitsugoro ( ), Iwai Shijaku ( ), 
Ichikawa Danjuro ( ), and Ichikawa Monnosuke ( ). Signed Kuniyasuga ( ). 

0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ -ÁÒÕÙÁ "ÕÎȭÅÍÏÎ

ɆA 4-print series by Utagawa Toyokuni I with the actors Seki Sanjuro ( ), Iwai Kumesaburo (
), Onoe Kikugoro ( ), and Segawa Kikunojo ( ). Signed  Toyokuniga » (

). Published by Yamamoto Heikichi 

ɆOne print by Toyokuni I. Published by Matsumara Tatsuemon. Representing Iwai Shijaku ( ) by 
the actor Iwau Hanshiro VII

SOLD





(11)

A Ukiyo-e album comprising twenty -nine oban tate -e including three diptychs, two triptychs and one 
pentaptych, by various artists 

Includes a rare 5 sheet print by Shigeharu of the pilgrimage to Ise from c1830.

Album size 37.5 x 26 cm. Sheets in varied condition ɀimages trimmed, marked and faded. Backed with toning and bound 
in album which has separated.

Included in the album is a rare 5 (of 6) sheet polyptych by Shigeharu which shows the Pilgrimage to Ise in the Spring 
of 1830. This beautiful composition is an early print to use the deep Prussian blues and  shows a busy pilgrimage 

procession by all members of society. The sun rises behind mount fuji on the left hand sheet. 
Reference: MFA Boston: RES.54.187.36a-f

Also included:
-Four Early Kunisada prints from the 1820s: Six Fashionable Jewel-like Faces (Fûryû Mu Tamagao)

-Kunisada c1850 triptych: Mitsuuji Looks in from the Veranda ɀa scene from a parody of the Tale of the Genji

-Kunisada II 1857 No. 24, Kochô, from the series Lady Murasaki's Genji Cards

-Early 19thC image of the warrior on horseback Taira no Atsumori (artist unidentified) 

-A scene from 36 Edo interests by Hiroshige II and Kunisada

Alongside fragments of the following: 
-2 (of 3) sheets from the 8 stages of sericulture (silk worm cultivation) by Utagawa Sadahide (1807-1873)

-Single sheet from a 1845 Kuniyoshi triptych: Cherry blossoms on the Sumida river
-2 of 3 sheets? Kunisada 1855: A Parody of the Hana no en Chapter in Genji (Mitate Genji Hana no en)

-2of 3 Kunisada ɀnight scene on a balcony overlooking a pond with carp c1850
-2 of 3 of an unidentified Kunisada triptych from c1860

£2250



Document Title(12)

Ȱ! 2ÁÒÅ ρωth#ÅÎÔÕÒÙ 3ÈÉÊÏ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ !ÒÔÉÓÔȭÓ 7ÏÒËÂÏÏËȱ

Early 19th Century Japanese Shijo School Artist's book (Echô) - ?Meikei - ?1814 - Kyoto

Size - 31.5 x 21cm.

Good internal condition but as this was a well used and loved book, there is wear to the covers and some minor 
loosening of the binding

This wonderful, and uncommon, original artist's book demonstrates the inner working of a Japanese Ukiyo-e 
artist. The pages are full of drawings and designs of dragons, Bijin (beautiful women), and animals. It also 

contains designs for Tsuba (sword hilts) and other objects, including intricate images of mount Fuji and Japanese 
scenes.

The book is bound with original brown cardboard covers with leaves of washi paper, comprising 240 pages of 
drawings which have been drawn directly or pasted in.

On the back cover is a colophon with two signatures - probably of collectors: "Goto Hanzaemon" & "Fujiwara 
-ÉÔÓÕÙÁÓÕȱ

The book is 19th Century although precisely dating the book is difficult. On page 39 there is an inscription 
"Bunka Mizunoto-Tori Nigatsu Gejyun saku" - "Made in February 1814 - Year of the Rooster" - possibly dating the 

album to this period

Overall a highly detailed and uncommon work which would benefit from detailed study

Provenance: Berès Gallery - Paris - Stamp to cover

SOLD



(13)

Ȱ"ÁÔÈ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÓÃÅÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÅÉÓÈÁȱ

Early 19 th Century Japanese Preparatory drawing or Shita-e/Gako

Anonymous  Utagawa school - possibly Hokuba 1771-1844

Oban tate-e 37 x 26cm
Drawn in Chinese Ink ɀnot signed

Marks and losses to the corners, creases and old fold. Generally good condition.

This preparatory drawing shows a bath house scene. At the centre of the composition, a geisha holds court with a 
shamisen on her knee next to a table full of food. Behind her a man is shown bathing while another man is seen 
undressed with bare legs and a pile of clothes in front of him, presumably after coming out of the bath. At the 

bottom of the page a potential suitor looks on admirably at the Bijin (lady) with her shamisen, while another man 
at the table full of dishes seems more interested in the food.

A second drawing, perpendicular to the main image at the top of the composition, shows a man in traditional 
Japanese hair style holding a fan.

£550



(14)

An uncommon preparatory drawing attributed to Hiroshige.

Shita-Å ɉÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÏÒÙ ÓËÅÔÃÈɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÈÏÎ ɉÂÏÏËɊ 3ÏÈÉÔÓÕ 'ÁÆÕ Ȱ3ËÅÔÃÈ 
ÂÏÏË ÏÆ (ÉÒÏÓÈÉÇÅȱ ɀpublished c1848. 

Utagawa (Ando) Hiroshige (1797-1858)

24 x 37cm 

Condition: The sketches are on old Japanese washi paper and drawn in 
Chinese Ink. Old rust stains from pins to bottom right of image. Marks 

on page to left corner of image.

The large oban size sheet depicts six ladies and two fish. At the top of 
the image a girl in a kimono wearing a hat is shown playing with a 
yoyo. Yoyos are known to originate in Asia and images of children 

playing with yoyos have been seen on Japanese Imari vases from the 
17th Century. On the right of the sheet, two ladies in kimonos are 

shown standing by a doorway. Three ladies are shown at the bottom 
left of the image: one holding a bottle, one washing in the water, and 
one is stooped over while looking across to her right. At the top left 

of the image, two fish are shown swimming across the page.

4ÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ (ÉÒÏÓÈÉÇÅȭÓ ÂÏÏË 3ęÈÉÔÓÕ 
Gafu and are in the typical style of Hiroshige.

£1250

**These small images of the ehon are 
for reference and are not included**
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Ȱ#ÈÁÓÉÎÇ ÍÏÓÑÕÉÔÏÓȱ

Early 19 th Century Japanese Preparatory drawing or Shita-e/Gako
Anonymous  Utagawa school - possibly Hokuba 1771-1844

Oban tate-e 34 x 26cm
Drawn in Chinese Ink ɀnot signed

Marks to the corners and repair at centre.

7ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ *ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ Ȱ 4ÈÅ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÍÕÓÅÓ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ Ⱦ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ Ⱦ ÂÕÒÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÏÓÑÕÉÔÏÓȱ

In this image, a couple are shown on a futon beneath a mosquito net. Both are smiling, with 
ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÃÅÎÓÅ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ Ȱ5ÃÈÉ×Áȱ ÏÒ ÆÁÎȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ 4×Ï ×ÏÏÄÅÎ 

Hako-makura (pillows) are at the bottom right to the image. The whole scene is shown in a 
cloud suggesting a dream like scene, with the semicircle at the top of the composition 

suggesting that this may be a design for a fan. Further preparatory drawings are shown on 
the back of the image.

£650



(16)

Unidentified mid -19 th Century Japanese Preparatory drawing or Shita-e/Gako

Anonymous Utagawa school

32 x 23cm
Drawn in Chinese Ink on thin paper with red seal to bottom of page

Clean imaging but creasing to the page and some smudges and marks

In this preparatory drawing two actors are shown as Samurai ɀone holding a sword and 
bow, and the other a fan. The image and artist are unidentified, but the style is consistent 

with being by one of  the popular Kabuki artists of the mid 19th Century (such as Kunisada).

£350



20

(17)

Ȱ4ÈÅ /ÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ -ÁÎÇÁ ɀ4×Ï 6ÏÌÕÍÅÓ ÏÆ (ÏËÕÓÁÉȭÓ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÌ -ÁÎÇÁ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ - With Elephants and 
2ÏËÕÒÏËÕÂÉȱ

Two Hokusai Manga Volumes: 12 &13
Published in Nagoya by Eirakuya Tôshirôfrom

-1814-1878
Complete volumes 22,7 x 15,7 cm

Manga is a hugely popular form of Japanese art and culture today with a myriad of books published each year. 
4ÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ -ÁÎÇÁȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ (ÏËÕÓÁÉȭÓ ρωth Century series of 15 books published from 1819-1878. 
-ÁÎÇÁ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÔ ȰÓËÅÔÃÈÅÓȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ×ÏÒËÓ ×ÅÒÅ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȢ 5ÎÌÉËÅ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ -ÁÎÇÁȟ Ôhere 

was less of a storyline in these early books,which were meant to entertain and inform readers with amusing 
pictures and caricatures. 

Highlights in these books include an early portrayal of an Elephant by Hokusai, and the Rokurokubi ɀan 
ancient Japanese spirit whose heads were able to detach and float around the room, especially at night 

time.

Good condition but wear and dirt to covers with damage to title slip, some bindings loosening. Soft covers as 
issued. 

Provenance: Berès Gallery Paris.

Early edition of volumes 12 & 13 of the first ever Manga series. 

£900





(18)

Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÏÏË ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ (ÏËÕÓÁÉȭÓ 4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 7ÁÖÅȱ

Fugaku Hyakkei 

(One Hundred Views of Mount Fuji)

Katsushika Hokusai

1875 Meiji Edition published byTôhekidô à Owari (Eirakuya TôshirôɀNagoya)

(After the almost unobtainable 1st edition)

3 Volumes complete

22.5 x 15.5cm

This is one of the most famous Japanese illustrated books and the masterwork in book form of Hokusai. The 
glorious mount Fuji dominates 13 provinces and has always inspired the Japanese. In this series, Fuji is 

demonstrated from many angles and distances. Varied scenes of daily life, weather patterns, and mythological 
stories are used to illustrate Mount Fuji.

Soft yellow binding with embossed decoration and title ticket with green text. Numbered pages with 100 
woodblock print decorations, including the book editions of the Great Wave and Fuji under clear skies.

Each of the 3 volumes has a 2 pages preface and 26 pages of single or double page illustrations

Very good condition overall - some loosening of covers, a small hole to the top of page 7 of volume 2.

Provenance: Collection Bertram - Malenka (Bonhams). Berès (Paris) stamp to covers

SOLD





Document Title(19)

Ȱ)ÓÏÌÁ ÄÅÌ 'ÉÁÐÏÎÅ Å 0ÅÎÉÓÏÌÁ ÄÉ #ÏÒÅÁȣȱ

Vincenzo Coronell i (1650 ɀ1718)
Atlante Veneto pub lished in Venice c1690

430 x 590mm

Important and decorat ive map of Japan and Korea ɀhere in modern colour. Old fold and some creases 
but  otherwise very good condition

Vincenzo Coronel li  was a Franciscan Pries t in Venice, and one of the most celebrated cartographers 
of the 17th Century. He is best known for des igning and producing large globes for King Louis XVI of 

France

This map used contemporary Jesuit cartographic informat ion, as  wel l as Dutch sources, to create an 
accurate depict ion of the Is lands of Japan and the peninsula of Korea (which was sometimes 

portrayed as an Is land on earl ier maps). Europeans mainly traded through Nagasaki, at the South of 
the Japan, so the area around this trading post is always the most  accurate on early maps. Initial ly 
ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ ÈÁÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ .ÁÇÁÓÁËÉȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÒÏÍ ρφτρ ÕÎÔÉÌ !ÄÍÉÒÁÌ 0ÅÒÒÙȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÉÎ ρψυτȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ 
Dutch had access to the port for trade. Areas in the North of Japan, including Hokkaido, were poorly 

known and the mapping remains inaccurate.

Some nice decorative touches on this  map are the Japanese boat with 20 oarsmen, and the Jesuit 
dedication above the main cartouche.

£1800


